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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL    
OCTOBER 28, 2025  (APPROVED NOVEMBER 25, 2025)


STAFF/COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES		AT LARGE MEMBERS
Pastor – Rev. Steven Reeves				Sarah Burke (excused)
Director of Operations - Ted Marks			Justin Endler
Chairperson – Matt Rasche				Abby Nauert
Vice Chair – Aimee Burton				Gena Rasche		
							Beth Rich
Finance Council – Emily Rickert (excused)		Angela Taylor
Worship – Karen Kuenzig (excused)			Danielle Wiegandt
Planning & Maintenance – Matt Rasche			Amy Wilson
Stewardship – Deacon David Maxwell (excused)			
Formation – Vicki Neuner (excused)				
NDA – Dee Dee Nauert				
Booster Club – Joe Rickert (excused)		

The meeting was opened with Fr. Steven leading with the Pastoral Planning Prayer.  September meeting minutes were approved with motion by Vicki Neuner, second by Amy Wilson.

PASTOR’S REMARKS:  Fr. Steven distributed packets of information to attendees, which contained information and statistics regarding the Archdiocese of Louisville Parish Planning Process 2025-2026.  Father advised he received this information at the recent Deanery meeting, which included 17 parishes in Deanery 2.
Packet included information about each parish in Deanery 2.  We are asked, as a parish, to make recommendations based on this information and instructions .  This phase goes through end of January.  Need to work on assumption that we will have 20% fewer priests available.   There are 110 parishes in Archdiocese, with 57 in Jefferson County.  Currently 13 active priests in Deanery 2.  There are 43 weekend Masses celebrated in 17 parishes.  Statistic shows total seating capacity for 17 parishes is 8810, with estimated actual attendance 6156.  Father distributed separate sheet showing information for the 5 Dixie Hwy corridor parishes: St. Lawrence, Mary Queen of Peace, Incarnation, St. Paul, St. Peter the Apostle (this sheet was also sent prior to meeting by Matt).  Be creative, open to new ideas, with ability to grow & thrive with healthy parishes and priests.  Father reflected on Luke chapter 5, with Simon in fishing boat, with Jesus telling him to put down his nets – we are called to face new challenges/opportunities.  We all need to review this information and review, pray about it, discuss further at November PC meeting.  Parishes need to send back recommendations to Archdiocese by January.
Deacon Ted Marks advised the Archbishop will consider what the Deanery’s recommend.  Further discussed how Archdiocese has changed in last 70 years.
· Last week met with Karen to discuss slides at Mass and Music – any feedback from Council on these subjects is welcome.
· OCIA – Will have Rite for Entrance in couple of weeks.  13 children between 2nd and 8th grade (11 attend NDA) plus 6 teens/Adults.  About 20 to receive sacraments at Easter Vigil.  Dee Dee Nauert is coordinating.  Dee Dee advised about 20 students attend classes on Sunday to receive religious education.  

Stewardship Form Participation:  Low results, only ~ 135 forms received to date.  Discussion followed with suggestions including making phone calls, send form home with NDA students.  Noted problem with the electronic form; not able to select multiple ministries.  Dee Dee will work with Susan Goebel to get this fixed, and will put information on NDA blast.  Discussed electronic form vs paper form.  Father Steven noted the purpose of Stewardship form is to have people reflect on how they can participate in parish community.  Discussed number of registered parishoneers vs how many attend weekend Masses.  

FINANCE:  Ted Marks reported September collections were above target which was 10% increase.  No major expenses.  Parking lot resurface was budgeted.  An arborist came through last week, and will report on trees on campus that need attention.  

BOOSTER CLUB:  Joe Rickert reported trees taken down recently.  Football is over; littles football still going on.  Volleyball finished, basketball next.  Gym floor maintenance during Christmas break.  Boosters took over the Powder Puff game the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 23.  Dee Dee asked if Boosters will do concessions for that – Joe will check on that.  Monte Carlo is scheduled for February 14.  Adult volleyball will begin on Friday nights and Saturday nights.
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NDA – Dee Dee reported currently in 2nd Quarter – switched from Sycamore to FACTS.  Working on report cards – hope to be out Monday.  Katy Buerger, Recruitment & Development Coordinator, moved to position at  DeSales High School.  Position not yet filled.  Need to navigate Main Event, November 8.  Ticket sales are good, raffle baskets look great.  Each grade has a basket to be raffled off.  8th grade Confirmation Retreat rescheduled for November 18, due to weather.

WORSHIP/MUSIC (summary of report sent by Karen Kuenzig prior to meeting):  Planning music/slides of remaining parts of liturgical year, according to procedures/policies regulations.  Planning Advent/Christmas.  Preparing for Quire Advent Retreat in early December if all goes well.  Colors for church for end October/November are GreenBlack-White-GreenPurple.  Kids making sacraments are added to Gift Bearer schedule at request of OCIA team.  New hymnals are in and will go out at end of church year.

· Archbishop Shelton will be at St. Lawrence on Saturday, December 20, 5:00 pm.  (He’s going to parishes to talk about CSA.)  Father advised he’s hoping to have baptisms at this Mass.

CLOUT:  Karen reported on meeting Monday, October 27.  Denise Ruffra is on Executive Council now.  CLOUT working on housing, social justice.   All denominations attend meetings.  Everone encouraged to join.

GROUNDS & MAINTENANCE:  Matt Rasche sent report prior to meeting – Parking lot resealing project was completed successfully over NDA Fall break.  Planning a joint meeting between the committee, the parish, and NDA to review HVAC upgrades.  We elected not to move forward with planting any trees in the newly fenced-in-area next to playground.  Still plan to put some type of guardrail, or system designed to stop a moving vehicle.

FAITH FORMATION:  Summary of report Deacon David Maxwell sent report prior to meeting:  Committee Retreat was held on Saturday, October 11th at Mercy Retreat Center.  Retreat was led by Art Turner from Archdiocese of Louisville. The “Miracles of the Eucharist” display will be at St. Lawrence in Community Room, on Saturday, December 6th from 2:00-7:00 pm and Sunday, December 7 from 8:30 am-3:00 pm.  The “Chosen” season 3 will wrap up on Monday-Tuesday October 27-28th.  Planning to continue with Season 4, beginning February 2, 2026-March 24, 2026.  Episode 8 of season 4 ends with Jesus entering Jerusalem, which will be shown week before Palm Sunday.  Advent Wreath Assembly with Youth Group is planned for Wednesday, November 19th after the 5:30 pm Mass, in Community Room.  Discussed having a Day of Reflection on the Gospel of Matthew, which is the primary Gospel for Lent 2026.  Discussed possibility of Daniel Markham leading a day of reflection during Lent 2026.  Information presented by Fr. Steven for us to inquire what he presents and what presentation would involve.  More discussion at next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:  Dee Dee Nauert reported NDA staff is concerned about SNAP benefit ending, due to government shutdown.  Looking at ways NDA and Parish can help NDA families that are affected.  Discussion followed regarding how to identify need and how to ask for participation from St. Lawrence and Mary Queen of Peace parishes.  Kroger gift cards were suggested. 

Motion to adjourn by Vicki Neuner, second by Emily Rickert.  Meeting was closed with everyone praying The Lord’s Prayer.
   
NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 25, AT 6:30 PM.

Respectively submitted, 
 Dee Gossman



