


ST. LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING NOTES – JANUARY 13, 2025
APPROVED FEBRUARY 24, 2026

Excused: Beth, Joe, Vicky, Amy, Justin, Sarah
· Approval of November 2025 minutes
· Danielle and Deacon David
· Fr. Steven Update
· Hope to hire Music by end of Jan
· Have interviewed one person so far
· Record ad runs through end of week
· Only one applicant so far
· Patrick here through 1/25; will find other people to fill in prior to the role being filled.  
· New parishioner meeting to be started back up in February
· Fr. extended thanks to all who helped with decorating and organizing mass/choirs for Christmas
· Christmas mass attendance was 400-500 for 4pm Christmas Eve mass; ~150 for 10pm and ~70 for Christmas morning
· New Year’s Mass time will be adjusted to 10:30am to avoid confusion with regular morning mass times
· Communion station update
· Consensus on suggestion to move back to 4 stations for Sunday 10:30 mass starting in February
· Guidelines are option to kneel or sit after receiving communion
· Fr. taking a 1 week retreat beginning of February; Fr. Bob Ray here 2/7 & 2/8
· Stewardship
· Matt updated the PC with a stewardship update and expressed concern that we aren’t getting new names signing up for ministries
· Dee Dee asked if we should mail Stewardship forms
· Need to ensure people who sign up are being called (Fish Fry’s, Boosters were examples of when they aren’t called, but rather a request to the parish for volunteers
· 209 stewardship forms received back of 590 parishioners total
· 102 forms received back of 195 school families 
· School families have until end of January to submit
· PC will plan to discuss again in February meeting on final results and a path forward to improving
· Parish Planning Process
· Discussion followed regarding the Parish Planning Process and the topic of a merger between St. Lawrence and Mary Queen of Peace was extensively discussed
· The consensus of the group was to make a recommendation to merge the 2 parishes and rename the new church
· Discussion of other parishes in the deanery resulted in the recommendation of closure of several parishes (Most Blessed Sacrament, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Ignatius Martyr. St. Luke, St. Simon and Jude, St. Teresa of Calcutta) and the merger of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Thomas More.  
· The recommendation was also to close St. Andrew Academy and review how NDA/St. Paul can accommodate these students.  
· A motion to adjourn was made by Abby and a second by Deacon David.



