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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL    
FEBRUARY 24, 2026

STAFF/COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES			AT LARGE MEMBERS
Pastor – Rev. Steven Reeves					Sarah Burke (excused)
Director of Operations - Ted Marks				Justin Endler (excused)
Chairperson – Matt Rasche					Abby Nauert
Vice Chair – Aimee Burton					Gena Rasche (excused)	
								Beth Rich
Finance Council – Emily Rickert (excused)			Danielle Wiegandt
Director of Music & Worship –Katherine Alberts (excused)	Amy Wilson (excused)
Planning & Maintenance – Matt Rasche				TBA
Stewardship – Deacon David Maxwell		
Formation – Vicki Neuner				
NDA – Dee Dee Nauert				
Booster Club – Joe Rickert (excused)		

The meeting was opened with Fr. Steven leading The Lord’s Prayer.  January meeting minutes were approved with motion by Danielle, second by Aimee.

PASTOR’S REMARKS:  
· Fr. Steven began by welcoming Katherine Alberts, Director of Music and Worship.  Katherine addressed the Council saying she feels blessed to be at St. Lawrence.  Katherine gave a brief background, including that she converted to Catholicism about 10 years ago.  She is presently working on a Masters in Theology.  Previously taught music at college and for elementary children.  Choir practice will resume this week, on Thursday.  Preparing for Easter and other liturgical ministries.  Katherine will be in the Parish office Tuesdays thru Fridays.  Will play for NDA school Masses next school year.  Katherine excused herself to leave for a class.
· Fr. Steven discussed his new assignment, beginning in July, as Director of Seminarians – while continuing as Pastor of St. Lawrence.  Fr. Matt Millay will be Director of Vocations and will work with men applying for Seminary, as well as continue as Administrator at Ascension Parish.  Actual logistics of new assignment will be defined after meeting with Archbishop.  Will spend some time in office at Maloney Center.  The new role with require some travel and conferences.  Possibility that Archbishop will assign an Associate Pastor at St. Lawrence.  Fr. Steven looks forward to this new assignment as an opportunity and challenge.  Question regarding compensation for new role; Archdiocese will pay portion of salary.  Hopefully will be budget neutral on payroll side.  He won’t continue as chaplain at Holy Cross after this school year.  Noted that in the past, 1 priest, Fr. Martin Linebach, handled both positions.  Will keep Parish informed as plan is developed.
· Holy Week plans – will meet with Katherine to finalize.  Schedule for Holy Week will be 7:00 PM Holy Thursday and Good Friday.  Saturday Easter Vigil at 8:15 PM; Easter Sunday Mass at 10:30 AM.  Fr. Steven advised the Chrism Mass on Tuesday of Holy Week will be at 10:30 AM at the Cathedral downtown; changed to morning instead of evening.
· Parish Planning Process – Deanery meeting was held recently with discussions with other Pastors in our Deanery.  Recommendations have been sent to Archbishop.  Should receive final outcome by end of year, after draft of plans sent to Deanery.

Chairman’s Remarks – Matt asked for General Parishioner Concerns:  
· Several Council members reported receiving multiple remarks from parishioners regarding going backwards with organ music and Lamb of God in Latin acappella, at recent Mass.  Concerns regarding people connecting with music at Mass.  Speakers in sections right of altar are very loud when organ plays.  Discussion followed with Fr. Steven saying he will be sensitive to concerns and discuss with Katherine.  Hoping for mutual exchange.  Participation of congregation at Mass is so wanted by parishioners and is important to St. Lawrence identity.
· Stewardship Participation:  Matt advised he received a file from Susan showing interest in PC membership, but couldn’t open it;  he will contact Susan so can access it.  Discussed PC positions that need to be filled.
· PC Constitution Subcommittee – need to reconvene to review and update Constitution.  Discussed 4 main Committee’s in Parish Council:  Administration / Worship / Faith Formation / Service-Social Concerns.
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General Parishioner Concerns (cont’d)
· Gathering Space Group – Beth Rich reported plan is complete for now, without spending money for painting, etc.  Advised Angie Maxwell has joined this group.  They plan to remove the old, stained love seat from the gathering space as well as the wooden bench that had been placed outside the side door.  Spoke with Ann Yates, and agreed to move the prayer blankets to the Gathering Space for better visibility.   Noted Angie Maxwell and Mary Humphries are making/sending cards to shut-ins – suggest these cards could be available in same area as prayer blankets for the taking.  Beth will advise further needs for gathering space.
· Divine Renovation Committee – status on pause.

Faith Formation:  Deacon David Maxwell sent report via email prior to meeting, summarized as follows.  Chosen Season 4 started February 2 and will end on March 24.  The final episode ends with Jesus entering Jerusalem with His disciples on a donkey.  This will coincide with Palm Sunday, the following weekend.  Ordered a free parish kit from Hallow for a Lenten reflection.  It is a 40-day prayer challenge, based on the Prodigal Son; awaiting delivery.   Supplied Parish a Lenten reflection book, “A Time of Grace and Peace”.  Have ordered “The People of the Eucharist”, a series by Dynamic Catholic that will ship the week of May 15, 2026.  Will offer a morning of reflection, based on the Gospel of Matthew, presented by Deacon David Maxwell, on Saturday, March 14, 9:00 AM-12:PM, in the Community Room.  Summer series on the Saints & Prophets will begin June 1 to July 7, on Monday evenings 6:30 PM and again on Tuesday morning 10:00 AM.  Will announce subjects and dates later.

Grounds & Maintenance:  Matt reported we should be having an Alpha Energy Solutions meeting in the next 1-2 weeks to review their proposals for the new NDA HVAC system.


Motion to adjourn by Gena Rasche, second by Beth Rich.  Meeting was closed with a prayer offered by Matt.
   
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY,  
MARCH 24, 2026, AT 6:30 PM.

Respectively submitted, 
 Dee Gossman




