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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCIL    
April 28, 2026    (APPROVED JUNE 22, 2026)

STAFF/COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES			AT LARGE MEMBERS
Pastor – Rev. Steven Reeves					Justin Endler (excused)
Director of Operations - Ted Marks					Abby Nauert
Chairperson – Matt Rasche					Vicki Neuner			
Vice Chair – Aimee Burton (excused)				Gena Rasche			
								Beth Rich					
Finance Council – Emily Rickert (excused)				Danielle Wiegandt
Director of Music & Worship –Katherine Alberts (excused)		Amy Wilson (excused)	 
Planning & Maintenance – Matt Rasche				
Stewardship – Deacon David Maxwell		
NDA – Dee Dee Nauert				
Booster Club – Joe Rickert (excused)		

The meeting was opened with Fr. Steven leading prayer.  March meeting minutes were approved with motion by Gena, second by Beth.

PASTOR’S REMARKS:  
· Fr. Steven reported that Bruce Mingus’ last day is April 30.  New Maintenance person has been hired, Joe Holleman, who is an NDA parent, & St. Lawrence parishioner.  Joe’s first day on job was Monday, April 27.
· Parish Planning Process – Our Deanery will meet with representatives from Archdiocese on May 28, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, at 6:00 PM.  Fr. Steven invited Deacon David, Matt Rasche, Ashley Titus, and Danielle Wiegandt to attend meeting as St. Lawrence/NDA/Holy Cross representatives for Deanery.
· Liturgies during Holy Week, Easter, First Communion went very well.  Very grateful to all who contributed with their time and talents, including Dee Dee Nauert, Deacon David Maxwell, Katherine Alberts, Art & Environment, Ministers, Lectors.
· The feast of Corpus Christi will be celebrated June 6-7.  Will plan Eucharist procession after 10:30 AM Mass, followed by Benediction in gym.  Talking to Boosters about offering ice cream or popsicles after for fellowship.
· St. Lawrence feast day is August 10; will celebrate on Sunday, August 9.  A volunteer has come forward to form a Parish Life Committee to plan this feast day celebration.
· Last Parish Directory was dated 2021.  Fr. Steven has asked Susan Goebel to check options to arrange new directory this summer or fall.  After discussion regarding prices for pictures, suggestion made to check with other parishes for best option.  Is there a local person that could do this?  Digital as well as booklet?  Access directory on website?
· Fr. Steven will start his new role as Director of Seminarians in July.  Will meet with Vocation office in May regarding schedule.  
· Expect Archdiocese to announce priests’ assignments by May Parish Council meeting.  When Fr. Steven is out of Parish for travel, we will have coverage for Masses arranged.

Chairman’s Remarks:  
· Matt asked Council for any Parish Concerns.   Members brought up concern regarding the loud organ music  at Masses.  Noted organ is not connected to sound system.  Discussion followed regarding needing tuning on sound system.  Discussed condition of the piano & that it is being tuned 2 x per year.  Discussed possibility of having a fund raiser to purchase new piano.
· Membership update – Emily Hinton, Mary Humphrey, Ashley Gardner, Steve McNeill, and Justin Stillwell have agreed to join Parish Council in June.  Other persons contacted declined the invitation.   Matt agreed to continue as Chairperson until replaced.  Matt will check with At Large Members not present at this meeting, to confirm their commitment.  Discussion followed regarding replacing/voting on Chair and Vice-Chair positions.  New members will be introduced in June.
· HVAC for NDA – Did a full engineering analysis, with estimated cost $1.1-$1.2 million.  Lengthy discussion followed regarding options.  Considering each classroom with separate unit.   Looking into grants, subsidies, and fund raisers.  Matt is meeting with Ashley Titus to discuss further.  Discussion followed regarding the Covenant agreement with NDA.  Discussed need to identify NDA assets and replacement timing & cost.
· Constitution Review – Matt sent proposed changes via email prior to meeting, and displayed on a screen at meeting for review and comments.  Hoping for better efficiency and understanding of what Council does.  Matt proposes 4 main committee heads to attend Parish Council meeting 2 times a year.  This would result in better focus for each meeting.   Will review roster and update names/contact info/positions/begin & end dates for members.  He will send out an update of Constitution to all. 

OLD BUSINESS : 
Gathering space group – consists now of Beth Rich and Angie Maxwell.
Divine Renovation – Suggested to discuss at July Retreat.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Faith Formation:   Deacon David Maxwell sent report via email prior to meeting.  Report summarized as follows:  Most recent meeting was April 14.  Katherine Alberts joined the group.  Discussed the Lenten Day of Reflection was a success, with everyone enjoying Deacon David’s presentation using different mediums.  Good comments about the Lenten Reflection books, but some liked the “Little” books better.  People of the Eucharist has been ordered from Dynamic Catholic, expected to arrive in May.  Will start Season 5 of The Chosen in September.  Saints and Prophets Series will begin on June 1-2, through July 20-21.  Monday evenings 6:30-8:00 pm and Tuesday mornings 10:00-11:30 am.  Will plan committee Retreat at Lake Saint Joseph on October 10.  
Katherine would like to do something on lessons in Carols during Advent.  
Beginning May 6, and on Wednesdays in May, Katherine planning a gathering to pray the rosary at the Grotto, at 12:00 noon.  Participants would bring their own sack lunch for fellowship and discussion after Rosary.
Following ideas were discussed at committee meeting for consideration:
· OCI “Foundations of Faith-a Journey through the Catechism of the Catholic Church:  Fr. Steven would like us to have a team for presentation.  More information will be coming from Archdiocese in the Fall.  
· Ascension:  Videos followed by discussion.  Need more information.  
· Summer Series, a Biblical Walk through the Mass -possible videos and discussions.  More info later.
· Bible Study – Ask Father Q & A – Eucharistic Adoration – Trip to St. Meinrad

Justice Ministry – Beth Rich sent report via email prior to meeting, summarized as follows:
Denise Ruffra and John Aden from CLOUT were guests on “The Talk with Louisville” podcast with Mike Mulrooney.  Discussed homelessness and mental health and impact on young people and what CLOUT is doing to address these issues.  Nehemiah Action was April 20, with approximately 1000 in attendance, including 24 from St. Lawrence.  The following issues were addressed by city officials at meeting:  
· A Crisis Center for Mental Health-Mayor Greenburg committed funds for opening scheduled for this summer, at 914 E. Broadway – will serve youth and adults.
· Children & Youth-Dr. Brian Yearwood, JCPS Superintendent, committing to encouraging middle & high school administrators that haven’t met literacy goals to apply for KY Dept of Ed AIM Pathways program.  Continue to meet with CLOUT following diagnostic testing to review reading data.
· Mental Health – Mayor Greenburg committed to mandate LMPD to develop standard operating procedures for appropriate use of the crisis center.  Chief Humphrey committed to ensuring all LMPD officers are trained on appropriate use of the Crisis Center.  Work with Seven Counties to incorporate deflection team referrals into this training.  
· Housing & Homelessness – Christy McCravy Exec Dir Affordable Housing Trust Fund – add permanent supportive housing as priority in Lou Affordable Housing Trust Fund funding guidelines.  CLOUT got funding started in 2015-2016 with 1.34M funded for 6400 units for those in 30-50% median income range.
Next assembly is Community Problems Assembly October 26, 2026-all community leaders agreed to be in attendance with progress reports.

Booster Club – Joe Rickert sent report via email prior to meeting:
Excellent Fish Fry Season – thank you to all who volunteered and to those who came out and ate.
School sports are winding down.
Next up: Parish Picnic.  Many booths can use volunteers.
Big shout out to Deacon Ted Marks for helping the Booster Club get St. Lawrence email accounts/calendars, which will allow for smoother transitions when we transfer to new board members.


Motion to adjourn by Danielle Wiegandt, second by David Maxwell.  Meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer and Hail Mary.
   

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY,  MAY 28, 2026, AT 6:30 PM.
(NOTE:  MAY MEETING WAS CANCELLED.)

Respectively submitted,   
Dee Gossman



